
BIG CHICO CREEK ECOLOGICAL PRESERVE

Proposal Title:

Appheant Name:

Niailing Address:

telephone:
(503) 241-3506

(503) 241-9256
Emaih

Amount of fundhig requested: $1,225,666 %~’~ for 1vears

Indicate the Topic for which you are applying (check only one box).

[] Fish Passage/Fish ScreensIV3 Introduced Species

~Habitat Restoration ~ Fish Management!Hatche~
~ Local Watershed
Stewardship ,~ Environmental Education

~ Water Quali~y

Does the proposal address a specified Fucus~d Action? ~_ yes no
Butt~ Basin tributary area

W]mt count2 or co%mti~s is the project loca~ed in? Butte County

Indical~ the geographic area of 3’our proposal tcheek on]}, one box)

~ Sacramento River Mainstern[] East Side Trih:
~l~acram~nto T~ib: ~ Sn]sun Marsh mad Bay
~’ San Joaquin Riv¢~ Mainstem[] North Bay/South Bay

~ San Joaqtlln ]’rib: [] Landscape (entire Bay-Delta watershed.
[] Delta: [] Other:

lhdicate the primal, species which the pr~posal addresses Icheck all that apply):
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[] San doaqmn m]d Eas~:-sld¢
Delta tributaries fail-ran chinook ~#Winter-rurt chinar~k salmon

~Faring-runchinook salmon ~ate-fall chinook salmonrun
ll-nm chinook salmon 17~ Delta smelt

[] Longfin smelt ~Splittail

~teelhead trout [] Greea sturgeon

I~ Slripcd. bass ,~ Migratou birds
~Allchinookspeeies [~Olher: CaliFornia Red-Legged Frog.

~ All anadromons saimonids Sws [nson ’ s Hawk    Western Pend Tartie
Western Yellow-billed Cuckoo
Valley glderberr[ Longhorn Beetle

Specify" the ERP strategic objective and targcl (s) ttiat lhe project addresses, include page
ma’nbcrs from Janum7 1999 version o*ERP Volunre I and If:
~ Cblen creek gcologiea~l~sion (v.2, D.260)

StrateQic Plan Goals and Objectives for Species and Species Groups,
thdicate tlae type of applicam (check only one box):              ( v ¯ 1, pp. ! 7 S- 1 80 )

~" State agency                  ~ederal agency
,[~ PubliciNon-proth j oint rant ure ~’Non-pro flt

~ Local goverrm~ent/dislrict 1"~ Private part3,

~ University ~ Other:

Indicate the D’pe of project (check only one box):

~ Planning ~#’mplementation

~ M~uqtoring ~ Education

Pda Research

By signing below, the applicant declares the following:

1 .~ the truthfulness ot all representations its their proposal;

2A The individual s{gnthg the from is entitled to subroh the application on behalf of the
applicant (if the applicant is an amity or organization); and

3.) The persot~ submiulng lhe application has read and understood the corfflic! 0f’interesl
and anntidentiality discussion irt the PSP tSection 2.47 and waives m~y and all rights m
privacy and confldentlali!y of the proposal on behalf of "the applicant, to the extent as
provided in the Section.
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Sig~atute!~applicant ~
4.6 Proposal Completion Checklist

Once the applicant has prepared a proposal, CALFED staff sugges~ reviewing the foliox~,ing
checklist *o ensme that the proposal meets the requiremems of this solicitation package and
can be dearly understood by the technical review panels.

~ Has me standard cover sheet ~S action 4.5 been completed and auached to ~he fmr~t of file
proposal? Is it signcd?

~ Have the page limitations for each section of the proposaI been adhered to?

,_SHave the Minimnm Requirements Section 4. I been addressed?

~ Has local involvement been descrii)ed and a cop> of notification of the countv inc aded?

~ Did you fill out t~he contract forms (Appendix D and E’,~

~ Is the hypothesis/question to be addressed by the proposal described deafly?

,~ Are the objectives of the proposal described clearly?

~ Does the proposal show a dear Iil~ to the CALFED priority species and habitats?

[] Does the proposal describe how the project mee~s ERP ol~iectives and Strategic Plan
goNs?

~ Does the proposal describe linkages to prevk~usly lianded projects or previous phases?

[] Does the proposal clearly lay out tasks, products, and timelines?

[] Is the monitoring section dear and complete and address tile hypothesis fbr the project?

~ Does the propogal contain a budget lbr each task?
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BIG CHICO CREEK ECOLOGICAL PRESERVE

A Proposal to CALFED |~’om River Network

Primary contact:
Phillip Wallin

Director. River Conservattcy
PO Box 8787

Portland, OR 97~207
Telephone: (503)241-3506

Fax: (503)241-9256
E-moB: pwallin@rive~etwork.or ~

Co[laborator~:
Research Foundation. California State University, Chi¢o

Big Chicu Creek Watershed Alliance
National Fish & Wildlife Foundation

River Network is a private, nun-profit 501 (e)(3) organization incorporated in Oregon
Tax identification number: 93-0969979
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Executive Summary

River Network requests a grant of $1,225,666 from CALFED, representing J/3 of
the land acquisition cost for the Big Chico Creek Ecological Preserve, a 2,724-acre
site that will be max~aged by the Research Fo~mdation of California State
University, Chico. The site is located on Big Chico Creek in Butte County, ten
miles upstream (northeast) from the city of Chico: It adjoins Bidwell Park, the
second largest municipal park in the United Stmes,

The Big Chico Creek Ecological Preserve is a multi-purpose project. First, it will
protect hlgh-quality habitat for riparian species at risk along five miles of a Sierra
Nevada foothills stream. This includes aquatic species such as chinook salmon,
steelhead, foothill yellow-legged frog and California red-legged frog, and sensitive
terrestrial species such as riparian woodrat, riparian brush rabbit, little brown

¯ myotis and others. Second, the project is an essential part of a larger strategy to
restore historical levels of chinook salmon on Big Chico Creek, a key east side
tributary to the Sacramento River. Third, it will protect a high-quality sample of a
Sierra Nevada foothill riparian ecosystem, ranging from ridgeline to ridgeline of
the Big Chico Creek watershed and including blue oak forest, foothill grasslands,
scrub o~k chaparral, oak/pine forest, m~d riparian woodland. Finally, the Preserve
will provide a site for the Departments of Geography & Planning and Biological
Sciences at California State University to conduct programs in research, teaching
and public education in the areas of chinook salmon restoration and riparian
ecosystems.

The Big Chico Creek Ecological Preserve project is a joint undertaking of River
Natwork. CSU Chico, and the Big Chico Creek Watershed Alliance. with ~hnding
support from the National Fish & Wildlife Foundation and local bush~esses. The
project enjoys strong suppor~ from adjoining landowners, alt of whom are
committed to protecting the Big Chico Creek ecosystem.

River Network holds an option to purchase the Preserve from the private
landowner, a willing seller. Thus, the land can be acquired immediately. Funds
for the purchase are being sought from the U.S: Fish & Wildlife Service (under the
CVPIA, which has committed $500.000!, the state Wildlife Conservation Board.
CALFED, ~he Packard Foundation. and other private funders.

If we are successful in this acquisition, we will move on to Phase II of the project,
two adjoining ownerships on Big Chico Creek, which will bring the Preserve to
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4,124 acres and Iive miles of stream. (See map,) Phase II includes an existing
house that will be a superb facility for the Research Foundation.
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Project Description

Propo,~ed Scope of Work

For We past year, a 13art.ncrship of River Net~vork, the Big Chian Creek Watershed Allimrce and
California Slate University, Chico have been working to establish a Big Chloe Creek Ecological
Preserve. The scope of the project is to acquire and manage a 4,124-acre wild area that extends
along five miles of Big Chloe Creek and from ridgeline to ridgeline. The purposes of the project
are: to protect habital for riparian species at risk; to contribute to rehabilitation of Big Chino
Creek as a pro&retire stream for chinook salmon; to protect a high-quality sampleof a Sierra
Nevada foothill riparian ecosystem; and to provide California State University, Chieo with an
outstanding site and faniiity for research, teaching and public education.

This proposal requests support for Phase I of the project: purchase of the 2,724-acre Simmons
Ranch along 2.5 miles of Big Chic0 Creek. River Network, a non-profit organization
headquartered in Oregon, has put up $25,000 for a purchase option on the properly. If we are
successful in funding the purchase, title will be held by the Research Foundation of Calithmia
State University, Chico. Tlre pulvhase would occur in January 2000. River Network, which has
techt~cal expertise in conservation land transactions, would handle the real estate aspects.
culminating in transfer of title to the Research Foundation. The Research Foundation will
assume the task of raising an endowment for the Ecological Preserve.

Manageme~rt of the Ecological Preserve would be vested in the Department of Geography and
Planning and the Department of Biological Smences. Project Director for the Research
Foundation will be Professor Donald HoltN’ieve. PhD. of~e Department of Oeo~apky and
PIanning. He ,Mtl work closely with Dr. Paul Maslin of the Departmem of Biological Sciences.
A management plan for the Preserve ~wil/be developed by a working group thin includes the
University, the Researct~ Foundation. the Watershed Alliance. ncight~ring landowners, the
California Department offish & Game, the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, tim City of Chloe, and
B utta Caul~t~.

PImse II of the project will be purchase of an additional 1.400 ac~es and 2.5 miles of Big Chico
Creek to complete the Ecological Preserve. River Ne/work is anrrently negotiating a purchase
option over this Phase II property, in two ownersNps Included in the Phase II property is a two-
story structure that would serve as a teaching, research and public education facility for the
Resea~vh Foundation and the Departments of Geography and Planning and Biological Sciences
The timetable for Phase II calls for acquisition in ;muary 2~01, one year after Phase I.

Locatitm

The Big Chico Creek Ecologmal Presenve is located in Butte County on Big Chico Creek, ten
miles upstrcant (in a northeast directionl from the city of Chloe. It adjoins Bidwell Park. the
second largest manicJpal park Jn the United States. at the upstream end oft.he Park. The
Preserve (Plmses I and II combined) extends for ~’~’e miles along Big Chloe Creek. all within
Township 23 North. Range 2 East. (See attached USrhS maps.) The Preserve extends across the
entire Big Chloe Creek watcrshcd, ti’om Musty Buck Ridge on the northwest to the Highway 32
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ridge on the southeast fl~at divides the Big Chloe Creek watershed from the Little Chloe Creek
watershed. Access to Phase I of the Preserve is from the sou’~h via Highway 32 and Bidwell
Park. Access to Phase II is directly offHighway 32. (See map.)

Ecological/Biological Benefits

EcolOgical!Biological Objectives

’lhe project has four ecoIogic~l/biologicaI objecnves:

1) Protect and enhance habitat for "at risk" riparian species. A February 1999 survey of the
Simmons Ranch (Phase I of the Preserve) prepared for the Research Foundation by Jody
Oallaway found that over 140 different wildlife specie~ utilize thc property, 13% of which
are listed species (including Species of Special Concern). This "middle zone" of Big Chico
Creek is crucial to survival of population~ of steolhead rainbow trout and spring-run chinook
salmon, since adults of the salmon and juveniles of the steelhead spe~d the starmaer in the
creek. Anadromous populations in Big Chloe Creek declined severely during the seventies.
but there is great pote~atial for restoration, especially by improvement offish passage. Other
aqua~cic "at risk" species On the Preserve include amphibians, particularly the California red-
legged frog and the Foothill yellow-legged frog, Western skittk. California whiptail and
Chaparral whipsnake. Mammal species include riparian brush rabbit, dusky footed woodrat.
vagraut shrew, western small-footed myotis, little brown myo~is and black-tailed hare. Bird
species "a~, risk" include golden eagle. Swainson’s hawk. Coopers hawk. Sharp-shinned
bawk_ American [~eregrine falcon, spotted owl, yellow warbler and yellow breasted chat.

2) Contribute to restoration of the Big Chico Creek spr~ng chinook salmon and winter steelhead
rur~s" glg Cbico Creek is une of only four streams in the Saaran~ erxm Valle’y" that still provide
habitat tbr both spring run salmon and steelhead trout. The creek and its tributaries also
serve as habitat for fa!l- and late-fa!l-ruaa chinook salmon, the endangered winter-run chinook
salmon, and other anadromous species. The Ecological Preserve is part era larger strategy
taking shape to bring buck the substantial runs of chinook salmon and steelhead that
characterized Big Cbico Creek beforethe 1970"s. Protectionofcriticalhabi’,~atinthis
"middle zone" of the creek (between Iron Canyon downstrean~ atzd Higgiu~’. Hole upstream)
is one element of the strategy. Improvement of passage through Iron Canyon is the other
critical element, which is currently in the study stage. The Big Chloe Creek Watershed
Allianuc is taking the lead in working with state and federal agencies to develop a restoration
srraregy.

3) Protect a h~gh-quality example era Sierra Nevada foothills r~parian ecosystem. The Big
Chloe Creek Ecologmal Preserve is a nearly pristine cross-section of a foothills watershed.
from tidgeline to stream to ridgeline. It includes four broad habitat types: blue oak
woodland~ o~k pinc foresL scrub oak/Ccanothus chapairal, and riparian areas, x,V~ere cartopy
cover allnws, lbothill grasslands arepreseatthraughout theblue oak J-brest. The grassland.
uarlike nearby drairmges~ is not inundated with exotic grasses like medusahead or Yellow star
tlzistle.
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a~ Contribute to sclenti[~e knowledge~ and publie au~areness of the napz~ral proeegse.s of B~g
Chico Creek and its watershed A key to the h-nportance of this project is the s~t’on8
commitment b3 CSU. Chico to manage the EcOlogical Preserve as a center for research,
teaching, mad public education The Research Foundation has ~een the moving force behind
the project, with leadership fi’om Dr. Don Holtgrieve of’the Department of Geography and
Planning. Chico is the population center of the North Central Valley. and this project oilers
the means for creatlag greater public aw-~ceness of the processes of a riparian ecosystem mid
of the struggle to bring back the chinook salmon. The partnershiF that has been formed by
the University, the Watershed Alliancc. River Network. local landowr~ers and businesses, the
City of Chico. and state and t~deral agencies ~s a solid foundation for an enduring program.

Linkages

This project is an outgrowth of the effort that began in 1990 to restore cl~ook salmon and
steelhead t~s in Big Chico Creek A dispute over unscreened pumps in the lower creek led to a
study of conditions throughout the watershed and to the organizing of the Big Chico Creek
Watershed Alliance. SubsequentIy, CALFED/ccogtSzed the Big Chico Creek Watershed as a
priority watershed for restoration in its Ecosystem Restoralion Program Plan (as did the U.S.
Fish & Wildlife Service and the California Department of Fish & Game in their own
management plans) A 1997 CALFED grant led to the ~vritthg of the 1998 "Existing Cotadltions
Repori" for Big Chico Creek watershed, a project of the Research Foundation of CSU Chico.
The Alliance. with support from the Research Foundation and local state a~d federal agencies.
has undertaken numerous projects, including ptmap relocation, gravel recruitment, wa~er quality
maprovemenL and protection and restorafi_on of riparian habitat. The impetus for this Ecological
Preserve came when the Simmons Ranch came under the control of the owner of Drake Homes.
a principal home-builder in Chico. The City of Chico condemned a portion of the ranch and
added it to Bidwcll Park. The rest of the ranch, which tke city could not afford, remained at risk.
"lq~e Watershed Alliance and the Research Foundation ealisted River Network to work on
aeqarairion of the remainder of the ranch. River Net~,ork was able to negotiate a willing-seller
agreement with the landowner In federal FY 1999. the [LS. Fish & Wildlife Service alloczled
$500.000 toward the effor~ to acquire the Preserve. while the National Fish & Wildlife
Foundation made a grant of $36.000 to River Network toward the appraisal and option payment.
Beyond Phases I mad 11 of the project. ~,,hich involve lartd acqaisition, River Network wiIl work
with upstream landowners who b.a~,e hadicated an imercs~ in col~ep,’atiun easements over their
[and on Big Chico Creek.

l’hi., prq ect will assist CAI.FED to accomplish the lbllowiug goals in its Strategic Plan for
Ecosystem Restora~on: 1) Recovery ofat-~isk native species, as described above 23 gehabili-
ralenaturotprocesses. The project does this by n~alntalning an upper watershed habitat that
delivers nmrtents, regulates water temperature, maintains water quality and moderates flood
pulses. 4) Protect/hnctional habitat types. The project sets aside a prime example of an
important habitat type for fish and ~vildlife values, scientific research, teachilsg, and increasing
public awareness through the involvement of CSU Chico arid the Big Chico Creek Watershed
Alliance. 6) Mointain wa~er quality by protecting a five-mile reach ofm~dcvaloped, naturally
vegetated stream corridm mad uplands.
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In the CALFED ERPP, the vision fur the Big Chloe Creek Ecological Management Uhit states,
The vision for the Big C’h~co Creek Ecological Zone is to increas~ runs of chinook salmon
and steeIhead by providing adequate streamflow~, providing unob~trueted fish passage,
protecting and restoring riparian corridors’, and mai~taining upper watershed health.
This could be accomplished by implementing a locally sponsored comprehensive
management and restoration program (vii, Page 260).

ERPP objectives and programmatic actions addressed by this proposal are as foll~ws: The
Central Valley Stremv21ow Objective and Programmatic Target 7, and programmatic action 7a
(vii, Page 267). The Central Valley Coarse Sediment Supply Objective Target 1 (vii, Page 268).
The Central Valhiy Riparian anti Riverine Aquatic Nabitats Target 3 and Programmatic Action
3A (-¢II, Page 270)~ Central Valley Dam~ and Other structure Objectives Target 2, and
Programmatic Action 2A (vfl, Page 272).

The following Strategic Plan Goals and Objectives for Species and Species Groups are
applicable to this proposal: Spli~tall~ Sacrarnanto Winter-run chinook salmon, Sacramento
Swing-run Chinook Salmon, Sacramento Late-fall-run Chinook Salmon. Fail-run Clainook
Salmon, Steelhead Trout, Swainsen’s Hawk, VaIley Elderherry Longhorn Beetle, Western
Yellow-billed Cuckoo. California Red-Legged Frog, Western Pond Turtle (’4, pages 178-180;.

System-Wide Ecosystem Benefits.

Thi~ project is a key element in a hotistic, tong-tem~ project to maintain and enhance the
integrity of a key tributary watemhed in the Sacramento River system The Ecological Preserve
prNect is a companen~ of the whole effort, spearheaded by l~he Watershed Alliance. to
understand watershed processes, balld a slrnng loom constituency, cooperate with watershec
landowners and interest groups, builti public awareness, conserve the best of remaining habitat
and restate historic anadromous fish runs in B~g Chica Creek The Ecological Preserve projec~
ensures that the highest quality habitat in the watershed will be protected for scientific research
mad public enjoymem. This con~erted, long-term effort in the Big Chico Crock watershed is one
of the most promising in the Sacramento River basin.

Compatibility with Non-Ecosystem Objectives,

B2,’ maintaining the integrity of a five-mile segment of a tributary atream, the project directly
snpports CALFED’s non-ecosystem objectives, specifically water quality~ flood moderatiot:, and
watershed managerncn~. The project does not appear to conflict with an?, CALFED non-
ecosystem objective.

The project offers majt~r beneg~ m third parties by supporting thc quali~’ of life of the greater
Chico commustity. This Ecological Preserve, in conjanction with Bidwell Park will be one of(if
not the single; most outstanding municipM riparian parks in the narion and a major amenity for a
population center in the North Central Valley. The project also benefits the taxpayers of Butte
County by avoiding the need to extend services to new development along Big Chico Creek
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Technical Feasibility and Timing

The only other option for preservation of the Simmons Ranch and its upstream neighbor would
have been acquisition by the City of Chi¢o for addition to Bidwetl park This option wa~
rejected because of the City’s bad prior enperience irt coadem~ing the landowner, and because
the City lacked funding for a new purchase.

~he purchase of the Si~mnons Ranch by River Network. and transfer ta the Research Foundafion.
depends only on funding. A purehase opuon agreement is in place title is clear, the Foundation
is prepared to take an management, and local stakeholders support the pmieet.

Monitoring and Data Collection Methodology

The R~search Foundation of CSU Chico has not yet developed its management plan for the
blcological Preserve. Methodologb [’or monitoring and data e~Ilcction will be a eomponem of
that management plan.

Local Involvement

Attached is a copy of the lett~l: to the Plam~ing Dkector of Butte Count? regarding the Big Chico
Creek Ecological Preserve project. City and county officials are aware of the project through
their participation in the Big Chico Creek Watershed Alliance.

The project is a partnership among River Network. the Research Foundation of CSU Cl~eo, and
the Big Chloe Creek Watershed Alliance. Numerotts organizations and government agencies are
stakeholders in the AIUance. Other supporters of the projec~ are the U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service, the Bureau of Reclamation. Califumia Department of Fish & Game, the Sacramemo
River Preservation Trust, Sierra Pacific Lumber Co.. Sierra Nevada Brewing Co. the National
Fish & Wildlife l:oundatian.

River Network has been in close touch with most of the landownerv in Big Chico Creek canyon.
The owners 0fthe Phase I property (Dan Drake of Drake Homes and the Simmons brothers)
have given River Network an option to buy the land. Jack Hermfug, principal owner of the Pha~e
II property, is very supp~rtive of the project and willing m gelI his land as well Other supportive
lando~xnners are Jim Crane, Steve ~q~ite and his fancily, Ken Grossman (o~-aer of sierra Nevada
Brewing) and Sierra Pacific Lumber. Other landowmers are aware of the project through the
Watershed Alliance. Ke’i landowners are participating in the Preserve planning process udth the
Research Foundation. the ’A~’atemhed Alliance. the City and the County.

Public outreach has been and will be~ conducted through regular meetings oft!*e Big Chico
Creek Watershed Alliance.

We foresee no neganve third-party impacts from the project.
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Cost

Budget

l~he total cost for the land purchase of Phase 1 of the project ~th~ Simmons Ranch~ is $3,677.300.
based on the 1998 appraisal by Richard Rllodus. MAI.

Schedule

River Nctwork’s purct~ase option oa the Please I property extends u~til Januar~ 31. 2000. ba~ can
be extended until JuIy 31. 2000 by an additional option payment I credited m purchase price),
Closing must occur ,Mthin 30 days after exercise of the option. Thus. a realistic date for closing
thc purchase would be Februar? 30. 2000,

Cost-Sharing

We amicipate the following ,sources of funding fur the Phase I purchase:

CALFED $I.225.667 uncommitted)
¯ CYPIA (FY 1999) 500.000 committed
¯ CVPIA (FY2000) 500.00( tuncommitted)
¯ Wildlit~ Consetwarion Board 1,000.000 tuncornmitted)
¯ Private fund-raising 451.333 ~$41,000 committed, proposal ff~r balance

submitted to Packard Foundation)

Toted $3.677. 000

Applicant Qualifications

River Network is the entity which will purchase the property and convey it to the Research
Foundation of CSU. Chico. River Network is a non-profit Oregon corporation, classified under
gec. 501(c)(.3) of the h~ara~al Revenue Code. It has 11 years of experience in acquiring riparian
lands for conservation and c~nveyirtg those lands to public and.non-profit entities for long-term
stewardship. This includes expertise in resource assessment, land appraisal mad title review,
negofiatmn, purchase financing, and working with public agencies, legislators and citizen
groups. River Network has purchased approximatcly 30,000 acres to date. primarily in the staxes
of Washington, Oregon. California and Montana.

Phillip ~allin is Projec( Co-Director. represeming River Network. Walling is Vice President of
P,J,mr Network and Director of its River Conservancy program, ~’hlch specializx:s in lmad
acquisition, Wallin was born in Chico and graduated from Chico High School in 1964 He took
bis A.B. at Stanford in 1968 mad his J.D. at U. of Chicago in 1974. He worked with q_lae Nature
Conservancy in San Franelseo from 1969 to 1972 and ~vith the Trust for Pnblio Land. a non-
profit land consc~"cation orgaraization, fi-om 1974 to 1988. He was TPL’s Director efOpuratious
ha S~ul Francisco from 1977 to 1980 arid Southwest Regional Manager h~ Santa Fe. hLM fl’om
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! 980 to 1988. In 1988. ne fi~unded River Net~vark in Portlmld. OR to provide technical suppor~
Io citizen river and watershed organizations across the country. In 1997 he stepped down from
the Presidency to become Director of the River Conservancy program. Wallin negotiated the
purchase agreement for t’nc Simmons Ranch and is responsible for identifying t’anding sources
tbr the project and completing the purchase of the property.

Tl~e Re,earth Fonndi~f~oa. established in 1940. ~s a pris,~t~e, non-p~ofi~ ¢orporafton which acts as
fiscal agent for California State University, Chico on all externally funded projects The
Research Foundation is currently woNing with over 150 different agencies and is familiar "~th
tire regulations required by state and federal agenmes, and those in the private sector Pro.]oct
s|aff and associates fbrnl an efficient team of proi~ssic~nal seientlsts and engineers who are
experienced in all major components of file en-~iromnental field. The Research F~undatioa will
be responsible for holding title to the Big Chico Creek Ecological Preserve, managing ~e
proper~y, and conducting programs of research, teaching, and public educatio~.

Dr. DonaldHoltgrieve is Project Co-DiNctor. representing the Research Foundation. Dr.
Holtgrieve is Professor of Geography attd Platming at CSU-Chico. teaching co~rses on water
resources and enviromnental planning. Dr. Holtgrieve has been lhe recipient of many grants and
awards focusing on water quality and watershed management. He has supervised over 200
projects in the last 25 years and has extensive experience ~ directing grants awarded b’. both
State and Federal agencie~
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April 15. 1999

Tom Parillo
Butte County Planning Depar;men:
25 County Center Dri’ve
Oroville. CA 95965

In compliance with the requirements of the CALFED Bay-Delta Program’s
Ecosystem Res’~oration prngram and Strategic Plan 1999 Proposa! Solicitation
Package. we are formally notifying you of the submission of a grant application that
resides within the boundaries of Butte County.

The pr~posa! i~volves the acquisition of the Simmons Ranch in Big Chic~ Creek
canyon for the purpose of establishing a Big Ckico Creek Ecological Preserve, to be
managed by the Research Foundation of California State University, Chico

If you would like to discuss this proposal, please call my office at (503)241-3506, or
call Pmt%ssnr Don Holtg~ieve at 898-5780

Very truly yours,

~a~
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